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SHORT COMMUNICATION

NEW COMMENTS ON OTTERS IN IRAN
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For many mammal species such as otters the present status in Iran is fairly unknown (FOSTER-TURLEY et al.,
1990). In 1996 a comment on otters in Iran was published (GUTLEB et al., 1996) and in the same year first
evidence of smooth coated otter (Lutra perspicillata) in Iran has been reported (ZIAIE, 1996). This report
summarizes the data given in ZIAIE, 1996, and field observations of the coauthor.

According to HARRINGTON (1977) and TAJBAKHSH (1995) the otter is present in most permanent rivers
and lakes of Iran, but is absent from the central desert region and from the southern coastline. In 1977 it was
first suggested that the smooth coated otter could be found in southern rivers and some regional data of otter
presence in nothern and eastern Iran were published (ISHUNIN, 1977). Furs harvested in the Hur-al-Azim
Wetland, Khuzestan at the border to Iraq in 1972 (2 furs) and 1974 (1 fur) (Fig. 1, point 1) were recently
determined to derive from smooth coated otters (ZIAIE, 1996). This species is known to occur in the greater
part of this wetland in Iraq. The smooth coated otter is fairly common in Pakistan and the species is possibly
also present in the Bahoo Kalat river basin (Fig. 1, point 2) in the southeastern edge of Iran. The otter scat found
at the River Hassan Lenghi, Hormozgan in February 1997 could also be from a smooth coated otter.
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Figure 1: Distribution of otters in Iran (Gutleb et al, 1996, Ishunin, 1977; Tajnakhsh, 1995, Ziaie, 1996)
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The Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra) can be found in rivers and freshwater lakes in the Zagros,
Elburz and Koppe-Dagh mountain range and in Iranian Azarbaiejan (Fig. 1). Possibly the
species is also present on the south Caspian shore and is present in the Hamoon Wetland in
the south of the border area to Afghanistan and its effluent rivers.
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