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INTRODUCTION 

 
While attempting to search for behavior publications on the Eurasian otter (Lutra Lutra), for a comparison with 

the North America river otter Lontra canadensis and the Neotropical otter Lontra longicaudis, it quickly became 

apparent an updated bibliography on this species did not exist. Therefore, it was decided to compile this 

bibliography on the Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra). The bibliography was compiled for (1) those undergraduates and 

graduates searching for publications relative to a potential research project on the Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra), (2) 

for independent scientists, with an interest in the Eurasian otter, who do not have access to a library at a major 

university, and (3) for those scientists planning to expand their scientific investigations on the Eurasian otter.  

 

The citations for this bibliography were acquired from numerous sources. The initial citation sources were (1) the 

Mercier (2007) publication “Bibliographie sur la Lutra d’Europe Lutra lutra and (2) the Lafontaine, et al. (2014) 

publication “Bibliographie French Otter (Eurasia- Africa-America). Update April 21, 2014-Version #149. 

Additional citations, for the years 2014 through 2020 , were located on the internet using key words and the year 

of interest, e.g. “Lutra lutra 2014” or “otter Lutra lutra 2014. Throughout these internet searches an extensive 

amount of publications were uncovered well prior to 2014. Many of these publications filled the gaps in Mercier’s 

and Lafontaine’s bibliographies and greatly expanded the number of citations for inclusion in this bibliography. 

One of the most valuable resources used is the IUCN Otter Specialist Group Bulletin (IUCN OSGB) from 1986-

2020. The citations from the volumes and the volume issues of  the Otter Specialist Group Bulletin (OSGB) 1986-

2020 were reviewed and these citations were included.  The “Literature” section of the issues of each of the OSGB 

volumes was investigated and these citations are included. Publications by Otter Specialist Group, prior to 1986 

were also located and included. The literature search was conducted through August 2020. 

 

A conscious decision was made regarding inclusion of articles in this bibliography. The titles of those  articles, 

that did not contain a direct reference to otters or did not include the scientific name or made reference to the 

Eurasian or European otter, were not included. Those articles containing the common name, in the language of 

publication, were included. Blogs and hyperlinks, linking the reader to the article, were not included. Blogs are 

not scientific publications and hyperlinks are unreliable over the long-term. This author has found that internet 

searches using the entire content of a publication or just the title is a very dependable literature search 
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methodology. Many citations from Lafontaine (2014) are reports to or from governmental agencies or consultants 

to governmental agencies and were not published in recognized scientific publications. As a result, these 

publications could not be confirmed through the internet. Each of these particular publications are accompanied 

by a parenthetical note defining the citation account content(s) that could not be confirmed, interpreted, or 

translated. Gaining access to these unpublished reports is left to the ingenuity of other investigators. 

 

Many of the publications required translation. Google Translate was used for article translation. All translations 

are italicized and enclosed within brackets. Other citation contents appearing in italics are scientific names, within 

or outside of parentheses, titles of books, and the name of the scientific publication. 

 

It is hoped this bibliography will serve as a useful resource for the future. 
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SerieTécnica,Madrid [ICONA, Technical Series, Madrid]. (unable to confirm acronym definition) 

Delmoitiez, L., L. Grandpierre, and E. and F. Grimbert Guillaud. (2009). Creating a program for the 

reintroduction of the European otter (Lutra lutra) in the PACA [Provence-Alpes-Côte d'Azur] region. 

Step 1: Feasibility study for the reintroduction of the European otter in the PACA region. EEGB Master 

Report 2 PRO, Paul Cézanne University, Faculty of Science and Technology of St. Jerome, Marseille, 

50 pp. (unable to confirm last acronym definition) 
Delooz, E. (1989). Study of the diet of the otter. Mem. License, School of  Zoology. 

Denker, E., T. Lucker, and A. Büthe. (1999). Untersuchungen zur Schadstoffbelastung von Rotaugen (Rutilus 

rutilus) in der Ise als mögliche Nahrungsgrundlage des Fischottters (Lutra lutra), Ost-Niedersachsen. 

[Investigations into the pollution of roach (Rutilus rutilus) in the Ise as a possible food source of the 

otter (Lutra lutra), East Lower Saxony]. Braunschw. Naturkdl. Schr, 5: 935-946. (unable to translate 

name of publication) 

Departmental Federation of Hunters of the Channel. (2001). Prospecting and reflections on the ecological 

interest of the Vire (Bridge Saint-Lô in Farcy bridge) as potential habitat for otters. Syndicat Mixte du 

Val de Vire, 13 pp. + Annexes. 

Deprost, M. (2008). Otter is installed on the Baume and Drobie in Ardèche. Enviscope Rhône-Alpes, April 23, 

2008. 

Deruy, N. 1995. Aveyronsalis Lutra lutra , otter in Aveyron. Mem. training, agricultural college Mirande, 33 

pp. (unable to interpret title) 

Descamps, B. et al. (year unk). Radioecological Monitoring continental and marine terrestrial aquatic French 

nuclear power plants. Radioecological balance 2002 site Arree Monts (Brennilis) before the start of the 

phase 3 of its deconstruction. Rapp. IPSN/DEI/SESURE No. 03-09, 54 pp.  (unable to confirm year 

document produced and acronym definitions) 

Desmet, J.F. (2004). Données récentes de Loutre, Lutra lutra , en Haute-Savoie[Recent data from otter Lutra 

lutra in Haute-Savoie]. Arvicola, 16(2): 40-41. 

Desmet, J.F. (2004). Recent data otters in Haute-Savoie. Arvicola , XVI (2): 40-41 

Desrues, L. (2002). European otter northeast of briérons marshes: Surveys and proposed arrangements to 

reduce the risk of road deaths. Memory BTA AE / GFS, 28 pp. + Annexes. (unable to confirm acronym 

definitions) 

Desvaux, I. and C. Hervé. (1998). Role of wetlands in maintaining the European otter Lutra lutra in Loire-

Atlantique and Vendée. MBPE report. (unable to confirm acronym definition) 

Dettori, E.E., I.C Soto-Otón, V.M Zapata-Perez, D. Bruno, N.R. Saura, A. Balestrieri, and F. Robedano-

Aymerich. (2018). Diet of the Eurasian otter (Lutra lutra) on the River Segura (SE Spain) and its 

comparison with data from the whole Iberian Peninsula. III Congreso de Biodiversidad y Conservacion 

de la Naturaleza [III Congress of Biodiversity and Nature Conservation], Murcia. Espana. 

Dettori, E.E., V. M. Zapata-Perez, D. Bruno, I. C. Soto-Otón,
 
N. Rubio-Saura,

 
A. Millán, J. Velasco, A. 

Balestrieri, and F. Robledano-Aymerich. (2019). Improving knowledge of Eurasian otter ecology in 

the basin of the river Segura (SE Iberian Peninsula). 1st Iberian Ecology Society & XIV AEET 

Asociación Española de Ecología Terrestre Meeting (III Congress of Biodiversity and Nature 

Conservation). 4-7 February, 2019, Barcelona, Spain.  

Dimitrova, Z.M., Y. Tzvetkov, and I. Todev. (2008). Occurrence of acanthocephalans in the Eurasian 

otter Lutra lutra (L.) (Carnivora, Mustelidae) in Bulgaria: With a survey of acanthocephalans recorded 

from this host species. Helminthologia, 45(1): 41-47. 



IUCN Otter Spec. Group Bull. 37(C) 2020 

 

 - 22 - 
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